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Introduction: Outline  of the 
presentation 

ÅOverview of migration 
patterns 

ÅStudy design 

ÅConceptualising 
irregular migration 

ÅEconomic drivers 

ÅSocial drivers 

ÅBrokers as drivers 

ÅPerceptions of life & 
death 

 

 

ÅOther drivers  

ÅDecision making & 
travel 

ÅEffects of irregular 
migration 

ÅWhy some do not 
migrate or want to? 

ÅInterventions thus far 

ÅConclusion, 
implications for policy 

 



Overview of Ethiopian Migration 
Patterns  

ÅFirst wave: pre-1974 (emigration & return of 
Ethiopian elites)  
ÅSecond wave: 1974-82 (refugees fleeing the 

military dergue regime) 
ÅThird wave: 1982-1991 (Primarily migration for 

family reunification) 
ÅThe final wave: Post-1991 (1990s repatriation & 

return of Ethiopian refugees from neighbouring 
countries; outflows that continue to the present)         
 IM from Kambata starts   

  (Kuschminder, K., Lisa Andersson & Melissa Siegel)  



Overview of Kambata Migration 
Patterns 

ÅThe start of modern education at the end of the 1930Ω ŎŀǳǎŜŘ 
people to go out for work & education to other places in the 
country  

ÅThose educated were leaving for government jobs at about 
the same period 

Å[ŀǘŜ мфплΩ όΚύ some left for unskilled & semi-skilled labour to 
Wonji sugar factory   

ÅThen came going for work to Metehara sugar factory  

ÅThen people started going to the sates farms as well (dergue 
time) 

ÅThose going changed their lives & those of their parents 

ÅEarly 1990s migration to RSA started  

ÅMid 2000 migration to the Sudan 

ÅThen migration to middle East countries  

 

 



The people & the area 

ÅKambata Tembaro zone, Kedida Gamela 
woreda, Aze Debo rural kebele 

ÅAll are Kambata 

ÅAll are Christians 

ÅMixed crop-livestock farmers 

ÅSerious agricultural land shortage 

ÅAgriculture is largely rainfed  

 



Major concerns 

ÅYoung people keep migrating out of country in 
the face of known risks & threats   

ÅLimited scope for common understanding 
between the local & the official perceptions/ 
discourses  

ÅInterventions so far not as effective as desired 

  



Objectives of the study  
ÅTo find out the broad  range of factors, 

experiences & effects (nuances & 
complexities) that surround the motivation & 
aspirations of migrants, their parents & 
community 

ÅTo compare & contrast local perceptions with 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
irregular migration 

ÅTo suggest some ideas towards bridging the 
two discourses  



Research Method 
ÅQualitative 

ÅIndividual interviews & observation  

ÅData sources: 33 people interviewed (woreda 
& kebele officials (7), families of migrants (6), 
returnees (13), would-be-migrants (2), non-
migrants (4) 

ÅMigrants represented by their parents (some 
limitation) 

ÅData organisation (and analysis) 










